" In the few remarks that I shall make, I hope to show you that the study of idiocy is fraught with interest, not only to the man of science and the philanthropist, but to the political economist, the statesman, and the theologian." The groundwork of the book may be inferred from the foregoing quotation. The author commences with a definition of idiocy, followed by a short historical epitome of the development of the scientific views of the subject from the very earliest times down to the present day.
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Next We cannot admit his position with regard to the causative influence of drunkenness on idiocy. As Lombroso puts it: " Opportunity does not make the thief, it only reveals him "; so drunkenness, itself a neurosis, in the vast majority of cases only reveals the degeneracy common to all the neuroses, idiocy included. The plea for the improved care and scientific treatment and training of the idiot, which runs through the Avhole essay, is its most characteristic feature. The book bristles with interesting and controversial points, which it would be impossible in a review of this length even to mention.
Those of the profession who are interested in this important subject will find this little book well worth perusal, and, however much he may differ from some of the author's conclusions, the specialist must admit that it is written with scientific accuracy, and that it is worthy of the author s great reputation.
John Macpiierson.
